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MAIN FEATURES

October 1995 compared with September 1995

The provisional trend estimate of merchandise imporis

fell $130 million, or 2 per cent, to $6,136 million.

In seasonally adjusted terms, merchandise imports for
October rose $11 million to $6,075 million. Consump-
tion goods fell $62 million, or 4 per cent, to $1,564 mii-
lion. Capital goods rose $75 million, or 5 per cent,
$1,445 million. Intermediate and other goods fell $2
millicn to $3,066 million.
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In original terms, imports rose $5383 million, or 10 per
cent, to $6,703 million.

Imports of consumption goods, in original terms, rose
$187 million, or 11 per cent, to $1,860 million. Increases
were recorded in all groups except (extiles, clothing and
footwear, which fell $7 million or 3 per cent. The largest
increases were recorded in:

+ non-industrial transport equipment, up $77 million or
22 per cent {due mainly to increased imports of pas-
senger motor cars);

»  consumption goods nes, up $43 million or 9 per cent
(with most components recording increases); and

= houschold electrical items, up $41 million or 30 per
cent.

Imports of capital goods, in original terms, rose $197

million, or 14 per cent, to $1,615 million. Increases were

recorded in all groups except telecommunications equip-

ment, which fell $29 million or 14 per cent. The largest

increases were recorded in :

» machinery and industrial equipment, up $107 million
or 17 per cent (with most componenis recording in-
creases); and

» industrial ransport equipment nes, up $49 million or
33 per cent (duc mainly % increased imports of
motor vehicles for transporting goods).

Imports of intermediate and other goods, in original
terms, rose $199 million, or 7 per cent, o $3,228 million.
Increases were recorded in 10 of the 14 groups. The
largest increases were recorded in:

= parts for transport equipment, up $69 million or 20
per cent (with most components recording increases);

s  “other™ parts for capital goods, up $53 million or 10
per cent; and

« organic and inorganic chemicals, up $29 millicn, or
15 per cent.

The most significant decrease was recorded in fuels and
lubricants, down $27 million or 9 per cent.

Four months ended October 1995 compared with four
maonths ended October 1994

In original terms, merchandise imports rose $1,979 mil-
lion, or 8 per cent, to $26,968 million:

s consumption goods rose $483 million (7 per cent};
s capital goods rose $353 million (6 per cent); and

«  intermediate and other goods rose $1,143 million (9
per cent).

INQUIRIES

« for further information about these and related unpublished statistics, contact Ms Patricia Mahony on

Canberra (06) 252 6012, or any ABS State office.
« for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this publication.




O prES "oN 2nfomme]) SHY) FuoynIgeg spumwdng f 2owpIpg Wi Aeoduf sstpuoydssp fo uaioofistor)) K 5 o 2dury) "radeg uoTINGRT] SEY #if) iRt 20 P9 REEdE00 21D jo FReRFGA(] (¥)
dogy'o-dooT'o-dSTP'9—95G'0— 959°0— Z8Y9— ITV'0— 66b'9- 8SC9— €E79— LEID— 8S0°9— 886'S— LI6S— OsE's— " - qoj spaedy o,
nv._u-._._u..-am— ._v_hp_h.
SLO9- ¥90°9 S6Z9- LOB9— EIL'9- GIR'9~ 1S9 WPV €910 OOT'9— TOL'— SPI‘O— 89R'c— PZRS— 6665 qoj seduy 180,
990'c~ $90'€— 9EI'E— €LF'E- 9LT'E- €6€'C— ISTE- 68I'E~ £20'¢— 8SO'E— ZE6'T— $S6'T— 96'7— 08B'T- $S6'7T— 5pooB Ja0 pUE NRIPSULITUL
Sh'T— OLE'T— $bb'1- 1Z€'1- L8L'1- B6P'1— 19€'1- +hL'T- 6791~ Tep'1— BEL'T— PLS'T- 9E€°T- ¥EE°1- Lip'1- ~ spood ende)
$9O' T- 99T SIL'T- €I8'1- 099'1- SEL'T- 869'1— 8OL'V- [18'1- 109'1— 1£9'1- 919'1— SL§'1- Q191 i9§8°1- ~ spood wondumsuory
PRIRIpY A[Euoseag
89697686 FTEOL9— OTT'9— §56'9— 06T'L~ LIT'9- TL69 £695— LOS'9 LOS'S— $BL'S— 1Z6S— 6L9°9— PIT'9- 8900 L9 699'pL— 00P'P9— LTV'65— qoj spiodu] 160,
OCTEI-ETI'TI—8ITE— STOE— OIP'S— 6RCE— ES0'E— 09C'6— LLB'T- 6pV'E— CCR'T— 6O0'F— 999'7— IFI'E— RLE'T— £[96'2 R0T'E~ EIL'95— bIETE-9PR62— Spood sayjo puv yTpruising oo §
Wwi— 81— 8¢ 5T {0t 05— 4o Ly L= 14 [ 91- - L= LT oz~ 08— 16— 987— B0T- spoo¥ 1410y
P90't— 088'7- 6bi— SCL- €9 W8 (89— K18~ RO LS8~  TS9-  O00L- O0S9—  €5L- Obl—  ¥Li—  SkL— I89'B— £8L'4- SEl'i- s3u $s2Nddns [ELISNPW PassIo ]
obT- LT I8 o= 8i- 86— 5= 99— [ o 06— 95— 69~ i~ 85— I 09— pe— S0L—- 86— O10'1- prd Amauow-uoN
879 616~  8SI—  9¥I-  $51- OLI-  6CI—  091-  €EI-  SSI-  BEI-  OpI-  LZI-  6bI—  TE1-  STI- 9El-  9p9'l- Sig1- TTI- onisd
PI1$—~ 66  STI—  6Z1—  tbl-  LIT-  ZTTI—  LET- 96~ 4 4 § il 7 o 53 (A2 Sl 66— 21— §8T1— 6601 9F6— ja9s pue BoI]
869- TTL- I91—  ¥S1- 881~ 681— 991— k61— LE1-  9Ll~ TPl OLl-  6El- 16—  pLI-  SLI- €81  LEO'T- 6991 £9L1- SOLEQR] pie We A[nxay
vi- €85 61— TLI- 681 681 SPI-  eLl-  LE1-  ¥91-  £EI-  IST-  TEI-  091-  IST-  SrI—  OSI-  P6L'T- SOV~ 18E'1- preoquaded pue 1odsyg
806~ ¥IL-  €TT- P61~ 6VI- TVT-  vET-  BTT- 0T~ S¥I- 10T €00 LAl 9lT—  161-  LS1- 00T IEV'T TOI'T- 950°T- s[eowg oitmEi0m puE MUEHI
TRTT- LEG'T- ¥95— 11—  §8S— TI9- 9IS—  6L&- I8 655 £S5t~ 66—  8€—  OIS— I8 6Ly TOS-  TE6'S— 9€0'S— eI spoo? rewded so swed 1410
€89 119  191- 61—  ®S1- 651~ ZLI— 681 THI-  1L1-  BEI- €EI-  9€I-  S91—  TEI-  TEI-  9€I-  LE8'T- IR9T— £Zp'l- yamdmbe Jqv 10] sueq
£€9'T- SE9'T- 90— L85 9b—  Shb—  ISE- P~  SRE- OO 6TE- IO O¥E- LS Bl W 60— PILP €80 §L9'E- wawdmbs uodsuen 10§ suey
YT 1- vTTI- 97— 167 €80 98E— 98T 6LE  LIE-  ETE—  PIE-  OBT—  SET-  807— 0ST-  8IE-  IEE-  996'€~ LIE'f- £29'¢- SRILa] I S[R0L]
£6T— 867 £8 9 | Fim [ S8 1% o €9 6L 08— o N o9 [V 9L~ 106~ 10— LL9— sau sa1pddns peLnsnpin Areunty
0ST— BIT- 55 £9- s9- £9- 19— L9 £6- 65— 06— (018 Gl A 85— 65— W 65— ELL- 60— 9t Anstptn
o] ATuwl *safeldanq pur poo,]
—(o) a&_w spood snjio pup OIPpRALiITY]
00F'9— Lr0'o— SIO'T— BIVI— B99'T— 6691~ LIZ'T- SIL'T— 9681 PEOT- 9SE'T— PLT'T- §69'T— SOQL'T— TOS'T— QRE'T— 6EL'T— 6ES'QI-EpR'PI-5S9'ET— spoo8 pndoo 10§
w8 613 £IT~ €81~ TIT- wET- TOI-  S1T-  881- 50T OLI- E£L1- 081~ TTZT— 0T~ I8l €T £9L'T- €6TT- 000'T- s3u spood Eude)
99.- B8I8— B6I— 6F1- 86I— 1ZZ- 6LI- #EZ- 681~ O061- L61- O§1- 8IS~ 6EZT- LZTT- 91— HOT-  bIL'T- $S0'T- BERI- sou 1mawdmbs uodsuen EU1spuy
6rl- 667 0&- [1] 18 87— 8 91 £ 81— L& 9- [ 'a 8- £ 9¢¢—  6TS—  I¥T—  8TR YEIITE [1A1T)
T 98§ BLI- 0T €91 ¥9I-  ELI-  ISI- LII- €ST-  6l1-  SI1-  LZ1- Ol  s¥1- 91—  ZEI—  SOR'I- IRU'1- vZTI- udmba SUONEINUNLOI[S],
681'1— LZO'1- €17~ €57 STE—  BEE—  T6E-  €6E- €PT-  STE-  S6I~ 681~ LIZ-  ISIT—  SST- T~ £pT-  TETE- 69T 6IET- weuwdinbs gav
TPL'T- 8PST- €TL— 919 689  PIi-  EEL- 90~ 919~ Epi—  R19-  LE9— 09— SL9— 99— PRI 189 968°L- vIP'9- - wowdinbs pnsnpm pus Asumgoepy
— (v} gof speo8 jondon
ZIC - 6Z8'9- 0081~ £L9'T- LL8'T— TOG'I— (PP~ 9691~ OCHI- pTL'T- 965'T— TOCT— 09T EpFI— BRL'T— EIL'I— SZLT- LIVGI-E5TLI~926'ST— spoo8 uondumsuos 1o f
8CO'T— SL8'T— 6ZC- 98y  PIE-  6IS— Sig—- I 185~ SH— D9~  D6E~ CSE-  JI5— SR KO 68—  €ITS— ISL' 68E $au spood vondumseuoy
0I0'I- DIO'T— 09T- T6¢— TST- 9T~ w61  SOT-  OLI- 661~ 96— 1BI- £B1-  6PT-  LLT-  BET- 9T obS'T- 96T BETT- $pood 13| pie 51009 *s40],
€6~ ¥68  EIT- LT PiZ-  99T- LSl 68I-  BLI-  SET~  6PT—  9¥ET— L6l SIT-  BOT-  ET-  6bT— 9957 0TET- SLI'Z- 1¥34100] pe Sthipofd ‘33,
¥O'I- 085'1— €T S¥E— 9T 69 LI 9W—  06E— IO EI1E-  LEE— 60 L0V U6E- BT BLE-  9SL'v— OOR't— BLvVE- uidimbs vodsuen [eLSTpU-UoN
W ¥19-  6LI- 8€I— 91— L61- 6Z1- CbI-  ZET- frI— 611 1T 95T— I81— BRI~ LI~ 81—  ¢PL1- 9EY'I— WEI- SUINE TROLTOA[2 PIOY2STIOY]
96 968 95Z- I€T~ ¥EZT-  SPT-  IBI-  0£7- B9 9LT-  661-  LTZT~ SET- (9T LET- 80T~ 66l-  TOST OEV'T- 1977 wondumsuos
0] Ajuren: “gafeisasg pus pooyg
— (v} gof spoo’ vondumsuos;
wma.« .n_ma , PO Wag Sy dmp  mmp dop cady o cqed  upp oG N B MS Py 6 b6 £5
EEEE— 96-5661 S6-#67 P61  -£661 Z661
10 o1 kpip bl smaj
(o )

SALVWLLST GNTUL ANY QELSNIQY ATTIVNOSVES “TVYNIDINO

B ST I

—{SISYH SINTWA YA 40 AONVIVE) SLECINI ASIANVHOYIW 1 TdY.L




EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

1. This publication contains preliminary estimates of
Australia’s merchandise imports on a balance of pay-
ments basis for October 1995, together with estimates for
previous months.

2. Descriptions of the classifications used for mer-
chandise imports, detailed item definitions and long term
historical data are presented in Change to Commodity
Classification of Merchandise Imports in Balance of Pay-
ments Publications (5344 0).

3. Descriptions of the underlying concepts and struc-
tyre of merchandise imports on a balance of payments
basis and the sources and methods used in compiling the
estimates are presented in Balance of Payments,
Australia: Concepts, Sources and Methods (5331.0).
That publication also provides explanations of seasonal
adjustment and trend estimates; and an analysis of the
quality of the estimates.

Accuracy, reliability and volatility

4. The latest estimates in this publication are prelimi-
nary and subject to revision as more complete and ac-
curate information becomes available.

5. Particular care should be exercised in interpret-
ing month-to-month movements in original and
seasonally adjusted series as short term movements can-
not be assumed to indicate changes in trend. The month-
ly estimates are volatile, being subject to scasonal factors
{except where adjusted in the table) and large irregular
influences. The irregular influences may reflect both ran-
dom economic events and difficulties of statistical record-
ing. Seasonal adjustment does not aim to remove the ir-
regular or non-seasonal influences which may be present
in any particular month. This means that the month-to-
month movements of the seasonally adjusted estimates
may not be reliable indicators of trend behaviour. For
example, irregular factors unrelated to the trend account
for more than half the seasonally adjusted monthly move-
ments in merchandise imports fob in 9 out of 10 months.

6. The impact of the irregular influences upon the
seasonally adjusted series is reduced by smoothing, as
shown by the trend estimates in the table and graph. The
trend estimates are generally derived by applying a 13-
term  Henderson-weighted moving average to the
seasonally adjusted series.

Seasonal adjustment

7. The factors used in seasonally adjusting the month-
ly merchandise imports statistics during 1995 can be ob-
tained, for $70.00, from Mr Gary Xnox on Canberra (06)
252 5753.

8. The seasonally adjusted statistics in this publica-
tion should not be regarded as in any way definitive as
results from seasonal adjustment vary according to the
method used.

More detailed and longer term series

9. More detailed information than that shown in this
publication is available for October 1995 and earlier
months. Estimates for months prior 1o those shown in
this publication are also available. These data can be ob-
tained by contacting Mr Trevor Jolly on Canberra {06)
252 6820. There may be a charge for this information.

Related products and services

10. Preliminary estimates of Australia’s balance of pay-
ments for October 1995 are due for release on 30
November 1995 in the monthly publication Balance of
Paymenis, Ausiralia (5301.0). The estimates of merchan-
dise imports shown as part of the balance of payments in
5301.0 will nomnally be the same as those already
released in the comesponding issue of this publication.

11. Mare detailed merchandise imports data, including
dissections by commaodity and couniry of origin, are aiso
available on a foreign trade basis, for October 1995 and
previous months. These data series can be obtained by
contacting International Trade Client Services on Canber-
a (06) 252 5400.

Symbols and other usages

fob free on board

nes not elsewhere specified
— nil or rounded to zero
.- not applicable

P provisional

Richard Madden

Acting Aunstralian Statistician
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and ather products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

ABS Products

A large number of ABS products is available from ABS bookshops (see below
Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides a subscription service,
you can telephone the ABS Supscription Service Australia wide toll free on

1800 02 0608.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400
{Sleadycom PYL premium rate 25ci2t 4 58S}

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of statistics,
including national accounts, balance of payments, labaur force and the GPIL.

Electronic Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape
cartridge and CD ROM. For more details about these electronic data services contact
any ABS Office {see below) or e-mail us at:

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS
X.400 (C:AustraHa,PUB:Telememo,O:ABS,FN ‘STAT.SN:INFO)
Internet stat.info@abs.telememo.au or

you can visit us on Internet at: hitp:/Avww statistics.gov.au

Sales and Inquiries

Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02} 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7756 9615 7755
BRISBANE (07) 3222 6351 3222 6350
PERTH (09} 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART {002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA  (06) 262 6627 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 43 2111
National Mail Order Service (06} 2525249
o<

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
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